
MLFA Disqualification Procedures & Policy  
Behavior, Devices, and Offensive Speech 

 
Judges, timers, contestants, and coaches may report any violation to the infractions table, who 

will investigate the issue as appropriate. 
 
DEVICES 
All cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off while speaking rounds are in 
session. This policy applies to contestants as well as judges/timers.  
 
OFFENSIVE SPEECH & DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR 
Participants must refrain from language, which intentionally demeans an ethnic group, gender, 
religious beliefs, or anyone. Participants are expected to behave in a way that respects 
themselves, those around them, and the building where they are competing. They are expected to 
refrain from behavior that is disruptive in nature or disrespects the space. 
 
When a judge or coach believes offensive language or disruptive behavior has been used, they 
shall report the matter to the infractions table who shall investigate the situation by talking to any 
pertinent head coaches and judges, and then they will inform the tournament host of the 
consequences of the violation. The tournament host must sign off on all disqualifications.  
 
Consequences for violating the rules: 

● Contestants: The infractions table shall decide on an appropriate action for that 
tournament: no infraction, a 14 point deduction (and no rank), disqualification, or 
dismissal from the tournament premises. In determining the consequence, the infractions 
table should consider the amount of harm that the violation caused as well as repeated 
violations from the same offender(s). In every situation they shall act for the good of the 
entire MLFA, the good of the student, and the good of the school, which the participant 
represents.  
 

● Judge/Timer: The school the judge/timer represents will be fined $10 per offense. The 
money will be paid to the host school. Schools will not be allowed to register for the State 
Tournament until fines are paid. 

 
 

 


