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Rules for Storytelling 
Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes   (10 sec. grace period over and under) 
Judges are required to use a stopwatch. 
 
Purpose of the Category: 
To develop skills in presenting imaginative material of the narrative form. 
 

Description of Category: 
The art of storytelling is older than reading, dating back to long before printing was invented, but it is modern too. The 
storyteller uses vocal variation and physical movement to suggest different characters and character relationships in order to 
make the story come alive in the mind of the listener. Whether the material is from a published source or original, the primary 
audience is to be children. This is an individual category and since storytelling styles vary, the storyteller may choose to sit or 
stand while telling their story, but they may not switch between sitting and standing as that would constitute using the 
chair as a prop. 
 
Rules: 
1. A presentation in this category is to be a narrative that is suitable for children. Examples of suitable material are: 

traditional or contemporary children’s stories, folk tales, tall tales, myths, and fables. The storyteller should tell the story in 
an animated, dynamic and spontaneous manner that will capture and hold the interest of the chosen audience.    

 
2. Stories in this category must be told in the third person.  (Characters must be identified from the narrator’s point of view.  Eg:  

Mama Bear said, “This porridge is too cold!”)  “I” stories (first person) are not allowed, nor are rhyming stories that are clearly 
memorized. 

 
3. The participant is to prepare an introduction that creates an atmosphere, sets the mood and grasps the attention of the 

audience. Within the introduction, the speaker must give the title of the story and either the author or culture from which 
the story comes. (e.g. “…The lovely woman who wept pearls, based on a traditional Islamic folktale from Turkey.”)  The 
introduction must be given from memory. 

 
4. Notes, costumes, properties and visual aids may not be used.  Items found in the room or on the body like hair, 

jewelry, desks, doors, windows, scripts etc., are considered props and may NOT be used. After the 
introduction, the participant may choose to sit on a chair or stand. The storyteller may not switch between sitting and 
standing during the story.  Storytellers who choose to stand may move about freely when telling their stories.  
Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds total. 

 
 5. A presentation in this category may not be used by the participant for more than one season. 

 
T A presentation in this category shall be from four to eight minutes in length. A ten-second grace period is allowed. 
 
 *   A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and  
      cannot go to the power round. 
 

    Time violations will receive a 5 point penalty and the performance cannot be ranked #1 in the preliminary 
    rounds.  Power Round time violations result in NO rank. 

 
 
     Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.  
 
 
Were all the rules of the category followed?  Circle one.     Yes      No      If no, please explain. 
 


