
 
 

Rules for Special Events Presentation   
Time Limit:  3 - 6 minutes (10 sec. grace period over and under) 
Judges are required to use a stopwatch  
                  (Time the actual speech, not the set-up, tear down or announcement of situation)  
 

Purpose of the Category: 
To give students the opportunity to use creativity and imagination in preparing and delivering a brief, speech.  
 

Description of Category:  
The challenge in this category is to give a speech that is brief and fits a defined occasion and audience. The tone of the speech 
should be creative, entertaining, and imaginative. A presentation in this category may include an individual speaker or a team of 
two or three. In judging this category, equal emphasis should be given to content and style.  
 
Rules: 
1. A speech in this category may be given by 1 to 3 individuals. It must be written by the participants who present it.  

 
2. Prior to the presentation, the participant/s must announce their chosen situation.  (eg:  “We have chosen situation 

A, a vacation blog to Remulak”)  This announcement must be brief and is not part of the presentation; timing begins after 
this announcement.  The criteria for the chosen situation must be followed. (See Situation sheet for specific criteria for 
each situation.)  

 
3. The speech may be presented from memory, using notes, or extemporaneously.  Notes limited to both sides of one 

4x6(or smaller) note card  may be used by each speaker, but are not required.  Student(s) should not be marked 
lower for using a note card. It is appropriate, however, to criticize the other aspects of the speech that are adversely 
affected by using a note card, such as eye contact, use of gestures, and the extent to which it is a distraction to the audience. 

 
4. Properties or visual materials may be used in this category.  Attire appropriate to the presentation may be worn.  A table 

and chair/desk will be provided by the host.  No electronic devices or laser pointers are permitted.  
 

5. A team presentation requires each person in the group to share the responsibility of giving the presentation. One person’s 
contribution should not appear to be significantly greater than the other(s).  

 
6. The participant may not use a presentation in this category for more than one season.  

 
T A presentation in this category shall be from three to six minutes in length.  A ten-second grace period is allowed. 
 
 *   A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and  
      cannot go to the power round. 
 

   Time violations will receive a 5 point penalty and the performance cannot be ranked #1 in the preliminary    
rounds.  Power Round time violations result in NO rank. 

 
 
      Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.  
   
             

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one.    Yes     No     If no, please explain.  
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