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Rules for Prose  
Time Limit:  4 - 8 minutes  (10 sec. grace period over and under) 
Judges are required to use a stopwatch 
 

Purpose of the Category: 
To develop skill in understanding and conveying the meaning and emotions of prose. 
 
Description of Category: 
Prose is defined as ordinary speech or writing without metrical structure.  (Poetry is not prose.)  Oral 
interpretation is defined as the “effective communication of thoughts and feelings to the listener.” Careful study of the 
written word is necessary for the interpreter to give special attention to the meanings and emotions of the piece. The 
printed word is the source from which the reader should draw meaning to share with the audience. All the skills of 
reading aloud, including vocal flexibility, inflectional variety, clear articulation, and correct pronunciation, as well as the 
use of pause and rate variation, can be practiced through participation in this category.   This is an individual category. 
 
Rules: 
1. A presentation in this category is to be a selection or cutting from prose literature. In interpreting this rule, 

remember that if a dramatic production has evolved from the material chosen, the student is to use the original 
prose version for the reading. For example, a student may read from Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes, but 
not from the movie script adapted from that novel entitled, “Charley.”  The material may also be original.  
Material with rhyming or a metrical structure is not considered prose.  

 
2.  Whether the selection is original or not, the participant must prepare and present an introduction which 

states the title(s) and the author(s) and any transitions needed to establish a relationship between parts of 
the presentation. The introduction(s) and transition(s) must be given from memory. 

 
3.  The selection is to be read from the printed page by using either the original source or a typed manuscript. 

The material is not to be presented as a memorized selection. The participant may not walk except 
during transitions. (Walking is defined as more than one consecutive step.) 

 

4.  Costumes, properties, or visual materials may not be used in this category. Items found in the room or on 
the body like hair, jewelry, desks, chairs, doors, scripts etc., are considered props and may NOT 
be used.  Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds total. 

 

5. The participant may not use a presentation in this category for more than one season. 
 
T A presentation in this category shall be from four to eight minutes in length. A ten-second grace 

period is allowed. 
 
 *    A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and 
       cannot go to the power round.   
 

      Time violations will receive a 5 point penalty and the performance cannot be ranked #1 in the preliminary 
       Rounds.  Power Round time violations result in NO rank. 

 
      Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations. 
 
 
Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one.    Yes     No      If no, please explain. 


