
 
 
 

Rules for Persuasive Speaking  
Time Limit: 3½ - 7 minutes  (10 second grace period over and under) 

Judges are required to use a stopwatch. 
  
Purpose of the Category: 
To develop the skills of researching an issue, understanding this issue, and composing and presenting a speech which is 
persuasive in nature.  
 

Description of Category: 
Life situations often result in the need to convince other people to believe differently than they do at present, to offer a 
solution to a problem common to the group, to take a particular action in response to a current situation, or to reinforce and 
strengthen current attitudes. The Persuasive Speech category allows participants to practice skills involved in these everyday 
acts. A good persuasive speech will contain evidence and reasoning, as well as sound emotional appeals. In judging this 
category, equal emphasis should be given to content and style. This is an individual category.  
 

Rules: 
1. A speech in this category must be persuasive in purpose. The speech may (a) alert the audience to the existence 

of a problem, (b) strengthen devotion to an accepted cause and call the audience to action, (c) affirm the 
existence of a problem and propose a solution, or (d) present a proposal or idea to better enhance a community. 
Examples: 1) You are a skateboarder asking the city council to finance a skate park. 2) You are a concerned 
student requesting the faculty look into improving the school climate. 3) You are a concerned young person 
urging adults in your neighborhood to form a Neighborhood Watch committee.  

 
2. The speech is to be written by the student who presents it. 
 
3. Ideas and reasoning need to be supported by more than emotions and opinions. Evidence and facts need to be 

presented with sources cited.  
 

4. The speech may be presented from memory or extemporaneously. 4x6(or smaller) note cards may be	used, but	 
are not required. A student should not be marked lower for using notes. It is appropriate, however; to criticize 
the other aspects of the speech, which are adversely affected by using notes, such as eye contact, use of gestures, 
and the extent to which the notes are a distraction to the audience.  

 
5. Costumes, properties or visual materials may not be used in this category. Items found in the room 

like desks, chairs,  podiums, stands, etc.,  are considered props and may NOT be 
used.  

 

6. The participant may not use a speech in this category for more than one season.  
 

T A presentation in this category shall be from three to seven minutes in length. A ten-second grace period is 
allowed. 

 

 *  A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be  
    ranked, and cannot go to the power round.  
 

   Time violations will receive a 5 point penalty and the performance cannot be ranked #1 in the 
preliminary rounds.  Power Round time violations result in NO rank. 

   Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.  
 
Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one.    Yes     No    If no, please explain.  

2017	

MIDDLE LEVEL FORENSIC ASSOCIATION OF WISCONSIN 
 


