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Rules for Non-Original Oratory 
Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes   (10 sec. grace period over and under) 
Judges are required to use a stopwatch. 
 
Purpose of the Category: 
To develop the skills used in presenting a persuasive or inspirational speech. 
 
Description of Category: 
A presentation in this category will consist of one or more persuasive or inspirational speech(es) or cuttings from 
speeches that have been written and/or delivered by someone other than the participant. The speech may be 
presented from memory, and/or read from a manuscript. Whichever method is chosen, the student should be 
cautioned NOT to attempt to mimic the original speaker. No literary re-interpretations or creations are permitted, 
e.g., speeches written as part of a play or novel. 
 
Rules: 
1.  A presentation in this category is to be a persuasive or inspirational speech written by some person other than 

the participant and is to be given from memory or read from a manuscript.  The speaker may read from or refer 
to the manuscript during the speech without penalty. Note cards are not allowed. 

 
2.  Literary re-interpretations or creations are not permitted, e.g., speeches written as part of a play, novel, movie or 

television program. 
 
3.  A brief memorized introduction which identifies the original speaker(s), time(s), place(s), occasion(s) of the 

original speech(es), the author(s) of the original speech(es) (if available), and any other relevant information 
helpful to the audience’s understanding of the speech must be prepared and presented by the participant. If 
there are multiple speeches, an introduction should be given for each selection, and the participant should 
identify the relationship between the speeches (e.g., author, event, original presenter, etc.) 

 
4 .  Costumes, props or visual materials may not be used in this category. Items found in the room such as 

desks, chairs, podiums, and stands are considered props and may NOT be used.  
 
5. The participant may not use a speech in this category for more than one season. 
 
T A presentation in this category shall be from four to eight minutes in length including the introduction.  A 

ten-second grace period is allowed. 
 
 *  A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be  
     ranked, and cannot go to the power round.  
 

    Time violations will receive a 5 point penalty and the performance cannot be ranked #1 in the 
     preliminary rounds.  Power Round time violations result in NO rank. 

 
 
    Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations. 
 
 
Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one.    Yes     No      If no, please explain. 


