
 

  

 

Middle Level Forensic Association of Wisconsin 
          2017 

Rules for News Reporting 
Time Limit:  5 - 10 minutes   (10 sec. grace period over and under) 
Judges are required to use a stopwatch.  (Only time the actual speech, not the set-up and tear down)  
 

Purpose of the Category: 
To develop the skills of selecting, editing, organizing, and presenting news for television. 

Description of Category: 
The category of News Reporting gives one to three students the opportunity to practice the skills of research, organization, 
analysis and presentation of information based on current events.  

Option A:  The student(s) will prepare and present a news program including news (local, state, national, or 
international stories), weather, sports and an original editorial.  
 

Option B:  The student(s) will prepare and present an all sports news program including sports highlights, coverage of 
one or more major newsworthy stories, a feature story, and an original editorial. 

Material may be edited or rewritten by the student(s). Sources of information for this may include newspapers, magazines, radio, 
television and the Internet. The primary focus of this category should be hard news. This should look more like the 6:00 news or 
Sports Center than Saturday Night Live. In judging this category, equal emphasis should be given to content and style. 
 

Rules: 
1.  An entry in this category is a presentation by one to three students. The presentation shall be evaluated as a whole, but each 

participant shall receive an individual award.  Prior to the presentation the group will announce their Option choice.  This 
announcement will not be included in the time. 

2.  Option A:  The presentation must include news, weather, sports, and an editorial. News is defined as hard and/or featured.  
News must include a combination of local, state, national, and/or international stories. The student(s) must report events 
that have occurred within two weeks prior to the competition. Material must be updated throughout the season to ensure the 
timeliness.  

 Option B:  The presentation must include sports highlights, news, a feature story, and an original editorial.  Each part can 
(but is not required to) include a combination of local, state, national or international material.  See the detail sheet for a 
description and examples of each required part.  

       No commercial advertisements or public service announcements are to be part of the presentation for either option.   

3.  A separate introduction is not permitted; it should be an integral part of the presentation. The participant(s) must prepare any 
transitions needed to establish a relationship between parts of the presentation. 

4.  The news portion of the presentation requires the use of a manuscript. 

5.  PAttire appropriate to the presentation, properties or visual materials may be used to enhance the presentation, but must be 
provided by the participants. A table or desk and chairs/stools will be provided by the host.  The presentation is to be done 
without make-up. No laser pointers or electronic equipment may be used. 

6.  Movement is limited only by what is appropriate to the material and the style of presentation. 

7.  In the event one member of the group is unable to appear at a festival or tournament, any other eligible student may be 
substituted.  No special allowance will be made for the substitute. 

 

T A speech in this category shall be from 5 to 10 minutes in length.  A ten-second grace period is allowed. 

 *   A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be 
      ranked, and cannot go to the power round. 
 

     Time violations will receive a 5 point penalty and the performance cannot be ranked #1 in the preliminary 
      rounds.  Power Round time violations result in NO rank. 

 
Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.  
 
Were all the rules of the category followed:  Circle one.   Yes     No       If no please explain. 


