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Rules for Informative Speech 
Time Limit:  2 - 4 minutes  (10 sec. grace period over and under) 
Judges are required to use a stopwatch 
 

Purpose of the Category: 
To give the students the opportunity to prepare and present a brief informative speech. 
 

Description of Category: 
In the Informat ive  Speech category ,  the speaker  wi l l  present  a  br ief ,  wel l -organized speech that  has  the 
pr imary purpose of  informing.  This category also allows the student to give an informative biographical speech about a 
person, living or dead, or a speech that informatively reviews a book, a movie, computer software, video or computer game, 
or a TV program. The part ic ipant  should provide facts and ideas in an interesting and understandable 
fashion. Direct quotes, statistics, comparisons, analogies, and examples may be used to develop the speech. 
One visual a id may be used, but not worn. In judging this category,  equal emphasis should be given to 
content  and sty le .  This  is  an indiv idual  category .  

Rules: 
1. A speech in this category must be written by the person who presents it. 

 
2. A speech in this category must be either informative in purpose or a review.  When deciding if a speech is nformative 

in purpose, consider whether the speech deals with a solution to the topic. If so, the speech should probably be in 
the Persuasive category.  A review should be about an item that is appropriate to people the speaker’s age.  The 
review should be factual and informative.  It may address the positive and negative qualities of the item and may 
include recommendations, but should not be a sales pitch or commercial.  Specific information that is not general 
knowledge should be cited. 
 

3. The speech may be presented from memory, using notes, or extemporaneously.  Notes limited to both sides of one 
4x6(or smaller) card may be used but are not required. A student should not be marked lower for using a note card. 
It is appropriate, however, to criticize the other aspects of the speech that are adversely affected by using a note card, 
such as eye contact, use of gestures, and the extent to which it is a distraction to the audience. 
 

4. One visual supporting material may be used, but the participant may not wear it. If visual material is used it must support, 
but not dominate, the presentation.  No sound equipment, laser pointers, or electronic devices may be used. No costumes, 
or additional visual aids, or props may be used. 

 
5. The participant may not use a speech or topic in this category for more than one season. 
 
T A presentation in this category shall be from two to four minutes in length. A ten-second grace period is allowed. 
 
• A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, 

and cannot go to the power round. 
 

          Time violations will receive a 5 point penalty and the performance cannot be ranked #1 in the 
          preliminary rounds.  Power Round time violations result in NO rank. 
 

 Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations. 

 

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one.   Yes    No     If no, please explain. 


